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they are at last able to gratify the desire of years,
and doing what they regard as the most holy act of
religion.

Another important work for the pilgrim is the worship
of the many deities that are there represented. Along
the sides of the main thoroughfares are Images raised
on heaps of sand, whose priestly owners shout their
praises and sit with open hands, to receive the gifts
of the pious. The pilgrims go up one side and down
the other, giving a little to the guardians of every
idol, anxious not to omit any lest the neglected one in
his anger should bring evil upon them. The extortion
of these priests adds greatly to the expense of a visit to
a shrine. They call attention to the deity in whom
they are personally interested, and threaten with his
curse those who refuse to contribute. In addition to
the deities are hundreds of saints, whom it is a work of
merit to feed; and the people, anxious to do everything
that can ensure their future well-being, lavish their hard-
earned money on those who are able, though not willing,
to work for their living.

At this festival the most important object of worship
is an image of Kapila, the saint who burnt up the sons
of the king Sagar. This is a shapeless block of stone
daubed with red paint. During the greater part of the
year it is kept in Calcutta ; but a week or two before
the festival it is handed over to a number of priests, who
take charge of it during the festival, and receive a share
of the pilgrims' gifts. It is placed in a temporary
temple, as the old one has been washed away by the
encroaching sea, on a platform of sand about four feet
high. A bamboo railing in front keeps off the crowds,
who from daylight till dark are hurrying past it. ' Every
one gives something. When asked why they do so, the